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Project Partners:



Cambridge 
Compost Grant 

Goals

Collection strategy (truck, containers, generators)

Dense route: 10-15 tons/day, 5-6 days/week

Offer CitySprouts schools compost service in lieu of 
Styrofoam recycling

A little background first…



Lunch waste sort at one school…

School days per year …………………………….. 180
Meals per year …………….………………….. 21,600 
Number of students ……………...…………….... 207
Tons food waste per year …………….………….. 6.5 
Pounds food waste per day ……………..…………72
Pounds food waste per student per day ……… .35



FY05 MassDEP 
Technical Assistance Grant…

…to set up purchasing 
collaborative for biodegradables.



Outreach & Publicity

Recruited generators 

Publicity

City support 

Bilingual training posters  



• Food licensees
(direct calls, presentations)

• High (universities, supermarkets, 
hotels, labs, industrial food processors)

• Medium 
(corporate cafeterias & assisted living)

• Low 
(bars, florists, coffee shops and schools)

Recruiting Customers



Successes, Challenges, & Lessons 



Grease-blocked pipes 
have to be excavated

Target sewer “cloggers” 
as composters!

Businesses may see 
reduced water bills

Benefits for Sewers…



Compost is brought to 
Rocky Hill Farm in Saugus



Next steps…

• Keep recruiting businesses

• Continue to offer service to 
CitySprouts schools and 
ultimately all schools

• Explore whether City would 
mandate participation for 
large generators given 
sewer benefits


